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LEAGUE IN ACTION. Christmas came early for 9-year-old Benjamin Perez of 
Lawrence Street, South End, who picked out the gift he wanted most from the League's 
Adoption Department 
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LET’S CONTINUE THE FIGHT 


HE ADJOURNMENT of Congress 
alee action on HR 8308 or S 
1497 only re-emphasizes the fact that 
humanitarians must put their shoul- 
ders to the wheel to obtain humane 
slaughter legislation. It is clear we 
must campaign for a few months 
longer but by working together we 
are confident passage can be ob- 
tained. 

The huge log-jam of legislation 
which piled up during the long de- 
bates on civil rights, foreign aid and 
other measures delayed consideration 
of humane slaughter before Congress 
adjourned. But, when Congress re- 
sumes in January, all bills can be 
advanced from their present position. 
HR 8308 is ready for action by the 
House of Representatives and action 
on S 1497 will be determined by the 
speed with which the House acts. 
You, however, must do your part. 
Talk to your congressmen while they 
are at home during the recess, and 
then write them when Congress re- 
convenes that you want them to act 
favorably on a humane slaughter 
law. 

In September of this year, Senator 
Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota, a 


sponsor of humane slaughter legisla- 


tion, speaking before the annual 
meeting of the American Meat Insti- 


Photo by Oscar & Associates, Inc. 


tute said: C. H. Eshbaugh (right), former co-chairman of the A.M.1.-A.H.A. Improved 
As a Senator I have recognized Slaughter Methods Committee, explains the new Remington cattle stunner to 

and I have expressed the concern Senator Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota (left), sponsor of humane legislation. 
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of millions of Americans over 
slaughter practices of this great 
industry. Now, I have done this as 
a friend, not as an enemy. I have 
done this in the spirit of coopera- 
tion, not coercion. I have sought to 
consult with the leaders of your 
industry, and I have been priv- 
ileged to consult with your repre- 
sentatives. 

Time has been granted for your 
representatives to be heard in Sen- 
ate committees and House com- 
mittees. We did wait a minute. We 
asked you to make progress in 
slaughtering practices and meth- 
ods. We asked you to modernize, 
to improve. I am fully cognizant 
of the tremendous costs. I am well 
aware of the many problems that 
you have in physical plant. I am 
also aware of the natural reluc- 
tance of anyone to do something 
he doesn’t have to do. Can I ask 
you as a friend to do what you 
ought to do without being com- 
pelled to do what you ought to do? 
Make steady progress. 

I wish to commend this industry 
for the progress that has been 
made this past year and in the 
years just behind us, but this isn’t 
enough. More progress must be 
made and I urge you to proceed 
voluntarily to work with the De- 
partment of Agriculture, to work 
within your American Meat Insti- 
tute to improve the methods of 
operation and slaughter so that 
those who have as their objectives 


of A Kitten’s e Adventures eae Be HAVEN 


NE BEAUTIFUL DAY in October, 
O as I walked along thinking how 
lovely the autumn leaves were and 
how satisfying the open fields and 
wooded hills were, I saw just ahead 
of me a neighbor bending over to 
look at something under a_ small 
truck parked in front of a filling sta- 
tion. The neighbor stood up as I 


what is commonly known as hu- 

mane slaughter will realize there 

has been definite and decided 
progress. This progress must be 
continued. 

Our objectives are no different. 

We agree on objectives, and I 
hope we can agree on methodol- 
ogy. But I would be less than 
candid with you if I didn’t say 
that I do believe what hearings 
we have held and what interest 
has been exhibited in Congress on 
improved slaughtering practices 
has compelled some more recal- 
citrant members of the industry to 
take another look. I don’t ask you 
to take a new look. I just ask you 
to look and see what you see, and 
then to make the changes and ad- 
justments which you believe are 
worthy for the American consumer 
or the kind-hearted American peo- 
ple. The changes in practices and 
method will yield a greater eco- 
nomic return for you. It is good 
husiness and good ethics. 

As Senator Humphrey points out, 
progress has been made. In the spring 
of 1955, humane methods had al- 
ready been developed and were in 
partial use by George A. Hormel & 
Company, Oscar Mayer & Com- 
pany, and a few other packers. Ap- 
proximately 2,350,000 animals per 
year were made humanely uncon- 
scious before slaughter. Two and a 
half years later, the following packers 
are using humane methods on one 
or more species of livestock. 


came near and pointed to a white 
kitten. ‘‘The little thing is lost,’’ she 
said, ‘‘and it will surely be run over 
if it plays around here very long. I 
must get home, for I left my children 


just for a few moments to go to the 


store, and they will be looking for 


oy) 


me. 
I replied, ‘‘You run along. I'll get 


Seitz Packing Company, Inc., St. 
Joseph, Missouri — beef; Hoerter & 
Son, Louisville, Kentucky — lamb; 
Paulus Market, Cedarsburg, Wiscon- 
sin—all meat products; ‘larpoff 
Packing Company, Granite City, 
Illinois — all meat products; Swift & 
Company, nationwide — beef; Ar- 
mour & Company, nationwide — 
beef; Oscar Mayer & Company, 
nationwide — beef. 

In addition, George A. Hormel & 


Company is now using a humane 
immobilizing method on 95.2% of 
hogs slaughtered and Oscar Mayer 
and Company has signed contracts 
for installation of carbon dioxide 
immobilization chambers in both its 
Madison and Davenport plants. As 
of the fall of 1957, approximately 
6,650,000 cattle and 3,100,000 hogs 
per year are receiving a more hu- 
mane death and equipment installa- 
tions now planned will raise the total 
to nearly 12'4 million animals by 
early 1959. Your interest and efforts 
brought this about. In less than three 
years, real progress has been made in 
changing a system which has been 
without change for a century or 
more. 

But this is not enough. We must 
have one hundred per cent participa- 
tion. While, as noted, a number of 
packers are voluntarily using humane 
slaughter methods, others will follow 
only under compulsion of law. We 
urge you to request favorable action 


on HR 8308 and S 1497. 


the kitten and try to find its owner.” 
The man at the filling station was 
interested and said that he would let 
me know if anyone inquired for a 
lost kitten, and I went the short dis- 
tance to my home. 

When I carried the kitten into the 
house, the friend with whom I live 

(Continued on page 17) 


Introducing THE LEAGUE’S3NEW VETERINARY STAFF 
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Dr. James Robbin 


JAMES ROBBIN was born and raised in New York City 
and attended New York University for his pre-veterinary 
studies. In 1950 he entered the New York State College 
of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University where he 
was graduated in 1954. Upon completion of his veterinary 
studies, Dr. Robbin worked for the brucellosis eradication 
program in North Dakota. Like many young men, Dr. 
Robbin served a tour of duty in the U. S. Army spending 
two years in the Veterinary Corps, an assignment which 
carried him to Japan. Very shortly after his release from 
the Army, Dr. Robbin began his duties in the League 
clinic, becoming a member of the staff on March 4, 1957, 
and being elevated to Chief Veterinarian in May of 
this year. 

Dr. Robbin is married, and he and his wife Shirley are 
presently residing in Malden. 


WILLIAM L. GOVONE was born in Sandwich, Massa- 
chusetts, on Cape Cod and attended public schools 
there. Upon graduation from high school Dr. Govone 
attended Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, for his 
pre-veterinary studies. He returned to Massachusetts 
and took four years of veterinary medicine at Middlesex 
University in Waltham, receiving his D.V.M. degree in 
1943. In addition to three years of experience with a 
general practitioner in Massachusetts, Dr. Govone also 
served as veterinary inspector for the state of Illinois and 
supervisor of skin disease eradication in sheep and cattle 
in that state. He joined the League staff on May 9, 1957. 


Dr. Govone and his wife Eleanor have one daughter, 
Linda. His hobbies are baseball and travel. 
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Dr. George E. Maurice 


GEORGE E. MAURICE was born in Worcester, Massa- 
chusetts, but raised in nearby Shrewsbury. Following 
graduation from high school in 1944, he served two years 
in the United States Naval Reserve. Entering the Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts in the fall of 1946, Dr. Maurice 
received his B.S. degree in Agriculture in 1950 and his 
D.V.M. from New York State College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Cornell University in 1954. Moving on to 
Columbus, Ohio, Dr. Maurice served as instructor in 
Veterinary Pathology at Ohio State University from 
which institution he received his Master’s degree in 
Veterinary Pathology in 1956. After doing general prac- 
tice in Massachusetts, Dr. Maurice was employed by the 
League on September 23, 1957. 


Dr. Maurice is married, and he and his wife Connie 
have two young sons, Richard and David. 


GERALD W. HOLMBERG was born in Bedford, New 
Hampshire. He attended the public school in Manchester 
and the University of New Hampshire, moving on to 
Ohio State University where he received his D.V.M. 
degree in 1936. Dr. Holmberg practiced for two years 
with Dr. H. M. Lewis of Nashua, New Hampshire, and 
served in the Veterinary Corps of the U. S. Army, from 
which he is now retired as a Lt. Colonel. Dr. Holmberg 
took a refresher course in veterinary medicine at Cornell 
University in 1946 and, prior to his employment by the 
League on May 27, 1957, worked for the state of Maine 
as a poultry inspector. 


Dr. Holmberg is married, and he and his wife Ruth have 
two children, Sandra who is 15 and Bill, 13. 
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Dr. Gerald W. Holmberg 


League President Attends Several Meetings 


During the month of October the 
League’s President was privileged to 
speak at three different meetings. 

On October 2 Mr. Buttrick spoke 
at the annual meeting of the Maine 
Federation of Humane Societies on 
animal seizure legislation. A good 
attendance was present at the all-day 
session which was held at the Augusta 
House, Maine. Another 
principal speaker was Dr. Eric H. 


Augusta, 


Hansen, President of the Massachu- 
Betis. ©. G. “A., whose’ topic, “An 
International Organization for Ani- 
mal Welfare,” provoked considerable 
interest. 

On Sunday, October 6, Mr. But- 
trick drove to Springfield, Vermont, 
to speak at the dedication of the 
Coucher Memorial Animal Shelter. 
More than 100 members and friends 
of the Springfield (Vt.) Humane So- 


for December, 1957 


ciety attended the ceremonies at 
which the new shelter was dedicated 
in memory of the late James Coucher 
and his wife, Mrs. Mabel Coucher, 
both of whom have given a lifetime 
to helping animals. 

Other speakers included Dr. Grace 
Burnett of Brattleboro, President of 
the Vermont Humane Society; Mrs. 
Coucher; Floyd MacArthur, Chair- 
man of the Trustees of the Springfield 
Humane Society; and John C. Mac- 
farlane of the Massachusetts S. P.C. A. 

In speaking of the fine work and 
dedicated interest in animal welfare 
of Mr. and Mrs. Coucher, Mr. But- 
trick pointed out that just a year ago 
that day the Animal Rescue League 
of Boston had opened its new head- 
quarters. He said that animal welfare 
work seems to be on a rising tide as 
indicated by the new shelters and 


buildings being erected for the care of 
animals in many parts of the country. 

On the following weekend Mr. 
Buttrick traveled to San Antonio, 
‘Texas, to attend the annual conven- 
tion of The American Humane Asso- 
ciation of which he is a Director. Mr. 
Buttrick appeared on the convention 
program as a member of the panel 
discussing animal legislation. 

The League’s Director of Educa- 
tion, Miss Harriett Flannery, also 
attended the convention and was one 
of the principal speakers in the field 
of humane education. Mrs. Charles 
W. Phinney, League Director, also 
attended the conference. 

Through attendance at such con- 
ferences, ideas can be exchanged 
which result in the better care of 
animals and the understanding and 
improvement of humane services. 


E- s ~ 


55th ANNUAL FAIR SUCCESSFUL 


The attractive food table with its tasty home made bread, cake and pies was 
under the direction of Mrs. Charles F. Potter (left). 


N OCTOBER 24th and 25th the 

Animal Rescue League’s doors 
were opened to the public for the 
55th Annual Fair. The auditorium 
was gayly decorated in orange, brown 
and black in keeping with the Au- 
tumn Harvest Festival theme of the 
occasion. Many of our loyal friends 
and supporters, as well as the general 
public, visited the League during the 
two days of the Fair and made possi- 
ble the successful completion of the 
Committee’s efforts to raise necessary 
funds for the continuation of our 
animal welfare services. 

The tables at the Fair exhibited 
the usual and unusual items for 
which the League has become noted 
in these many years. The Animal 
Helpers Table, which also included 
the household items, was fully draped 
with an array of aprons and pot 
holders in addition to the display of 
jewelry and accessories. The Food 
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and Cake Table was loaded with the 
home-baked delicacies to which our 
Fair goers are accustomed. Glistening 
jars of jam and jelly brightened the 
Pine Ridge Table, as well as small, 
decorative house plants and — in 
another section — mounds of fudge. 
A visit to the Treasure Table placed 
one in the realm of the unusual with 
silver and antique pieces to suit the 
most discriminating. Also in the 
realm of the unusual was the Odds 
and Ends Table where every pur- 
chase is a bargain, and the oppor- 
tunity exists to match almost any 
decor. Two most attractive tables 
graced the lobby — the Gift Table 
with attractive items and gifts for the 
Christmas season, and the Vegetable 
Table glorified with banks of vari- 
colored fruits and fresh farm vegeta- 
bles. The snack bar provided a con- 
venient place for luncheon and 
in-between snacks during the two 


day Fair, offering a variety of food 
from a famous New England Clam 
Chowder to sandwiches and desserts. 

One of the outstanding attractions 
at the Fair was the Dog Obedience 
Demonstrations by members of the 
New England Dog Training Club, 
arranged through the cooperation of 
Mrs. Charles F. Bowen, Secretary of 
the Club. Two demonstrations were 
scheduled each day during the Fair, 
and we are indebted to the various 
members of the club who came from 
their places of employment or gave 
up their personal time at home to 
make possible these demonstrations 
of training through kindness. 

Tours of the building, including 
the Shelter, Clinic, and Headquar- 
ters offices, were scheduled for both 
days of the Fair and seemed to be 
more popular and in greater demand 
than last year. We hope that this is 
an indication of greater individual 
interest in the animal welfare work 
of the League. 


To the members of the Fair Com- 
mittee we are indebted for their per- 
sistent efforts to make this Fair as 
successful as possible. More than a 
hundred others volunteered their 
services as workers at the various 
tables, and many others mailed con- 
tributions and sent donations to make 
all of this possible. To all of these we 
are deeply indebted, as well as to 
numerous business institutions in Bos- 
ton and vicinity. We respectfully sub- 
mit a list of these latter contributors. 

Lexington Gardens 

Thomas Groom & Co. Inc. 

Waldorf System Inc. 

Penn, the Florist 

Skipton Kennel Shop 

Victoria Distributing Co. 

E. E. C. Swift & Co. 

Blue Shop 

H. V. Lawrence 

Higgins Foodland 

Granville Leatherwood 

Usen Canning Co. 

Mr. Cyrus F. Jenness 


This puzzled little pup is typical of those animals helped through the proceeds 


netted at the Fair. 


Photo courtesy of Boston Herald 
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The attractive vegetable and flower table caught the eyes of many Fair goers 


and was presided over by Mrs. Frederic Winthrop (right). 


Mr. Comiskey 

Mrs. George S. Mumford 
Foster Caterer’s Inc. 

Star Market 

Abner Wheeler House 


Mrs. Ethel Belcher, Caterer 


The Studio 

Bigelow Card Shop 
Bigelow Kennard Co. 
Boston Music Co. 
Boston Pet Shop 
Boston Toy Shop 
Colonial Candle Co. 
Daddy & Jack’s 

John Gilbert Jr. Co. 
Green’s Luggage Shop 
Horace Turner Co. 
Howell Brothers 
Kettell, Blake & Read 


Lee Adams Sporting Goods 


Leed’s Furriers 


Little Building Camera Shop 


Little Building Jewelers 
London Harness Co. 


Ludlam’s Pet Shop 
Parenti Sisters Jewelry 
Parker Card Shop 
Personal Book Shop 
Puritan Iron Works 
Schwartz Toy Shop 
Shreve, Crump & Low 
Silversmith Shop 
South End Hardware Co. 
Statler Luggage Shop 
A Stowell Co. 
Talisman Shop 
Thomas Long Co. 
Trefrey and Partridge 
W. W. Winship Co. 
First National Stores 
Keelan’s Hardware 
Dedham Dye House 

A & P Food Stores 
Geishecker’s Dry Goods 
Stop & Shop, Inc. 


Edward Bingham & Sons, Inc. 


Kennedy & Co., Inc. 
Riverdale Package Store 


GAR EC OID Re DRG aa Nee 


Harwicuport, MassACHUSETTS 


MarGaret Morse Corrin, Dzrector 


UTUMNAL DAys have come and 
A gone — likewise our sojourning 
friends whose gay parasols and merry 
voices have brought life to our shores. 
Presently came the tense moment 
when families who had brought their 
pets with them were hunting fran- 
tically for their children’s lively pup 
who had dashed away on some 
errand of his own. Meanwhile others 
reported that their cat had vanished 
just before the instant set for depar- 
ture. 

This has become a seasonal story 
to our agents, and thanks to their 
activities we have been enabled to 
restore many an adventurer, or to 
harbor it in one of our shelters until a 
master or mistress could return to 
claim it. 

One striking episode will some- 
times stand out beyond all others in 
the midst of lost and found reports. 
One September day a lady appeared 
bringing an appealing young tiger 
cat. ‘‘He is not our own,” said she, 
‘*but he adopted us early in the sum- 
mer and, of course, we couldn’t 
refuse to take him in. Now we are 
leaving so I do hope you can find a 
home for him. He’s such a dear, and 
hasn’t he a pretty face!” 

‘*A most unusual face,” said Mrs. 
Hopkins. Then, taking the cat in her 
arms, a Curious recollection crossed 
her mind, for she saw that in the 
midst of dark and light stripes there 
was an exceptional mark, and she 
recalled that in early summer she 
had made that notation. Now, hurry- 
ing back to the office, she found in 
her records: **Lost, a tiger cat with a 
white line looking like a ring en- 
circling its nose. A family cat, greatly 
missed by all.” 

Our careful agent found in her 
records the name and address of the 
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owners — discovered they had left 
the Cape for their winter home — 
telephoned long distance to that 
number and learned that the de- 
lighted owners would return in a 
few days to claim their pet. 

An experience such as this is a 
happy contrast to the other extreme 
which we meet with tragic frequency. 
The fate of pet cats which by mistake 
or by deliberate intent are left be- 
hind. Nearby and also thirty miles 
up the Cape kind friends have re- 
cently cared for abandoned pets who 
begged for food and shelter. In these 
cases the waifs did not beg in vain, 
but it is sad to reflect on the many 
who have met with rebuffs and harsh 


selfish 

cruelty of so-called superior beings. 
On a beautiful autumn day in 

response to a call from friends beyond 


treatment because of the 


the canal, we motored to their home 
to relieve them of the gentle tabby to 
whom they had given refuge. We 
had tea with the two sisters who had 
shown every kindness to their little 
visitor, but must soon close their 
cottage for the winter and return to 
their apartment where no pets were 
allowed. So we brought puss home 
with us to Harwich where we knew 
that lacking a miracle in the form of 
a happy home she would be put 
mercifully to sleep. 

With our dog friends all goes well 


League shelter in Provincetown as it now appears with a growth of grass covering 
the former expanse of sand. 
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at both Cape shelters, and fine homes 
have been found for all who are 
suitable for placement. 

Our hearts were touched recently 
by the story of the award of a gold 
medal to Fido the faithful little dog 
in Italy who for thirteen years has 
watched day after day the spot to 
which he had been in the habit of 
going for two years with his master 
who (unknown to Fido) had been 
killed in the war. 

In contrast to the human kindness 
here shown, we read the tragedy of 
the little Sputnik dog, equally gentle, 
hurled through space until death 
releases her. If some creature must 
be thus sacrificed, why not a two- 
footed one capable of deciding for 
himself? 

In response to a recent request for 
a republication, our readers may be 
reminded of their own beloved dogs 
when reading ‘‘Which Portal?” 


Whick, Pp orta [? 


Spotless my neighbor’s door; 
No sign that scratching paw 
Muddies or mars it; 

Inside where furniture 
Stands on waxed floor secure 
No tooth mark scars it. 


There by the open grate 
Armchair and book await 
Owner’s presiding. 

Hearth rug so smoothly spread, 
No place for furry head 

Soft and confiding. 


Neighbor, though rich you be, 
Can you buy loyalty, 
Golden-eyed, burning, 

Or saucy moist caress 

To banish loneliness 

From your returning? 


My door lacks gloss, but hark! 
Low sniffing from the dark, 
Beat of tail drumming — 
Whis-s-h! through the opening 
One swift ecstatic spring 
Greets my home coming. 
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So, close by Heaven’s gate 
I'll be content to wait 
If alabaster 
Shows just a smudge or two 
Wherescurrying paw brushed through 
Seeking a master. 

MARGARET Morse CorFiIn 


(Continued from page 5) 
cried, ‘“Oh! but we can’t have an- 
other cat! Ours will never accept 
him.”’ 

‘‘I’m not going to ask you to keep 
him, but just try to find out whose 
kitten he is. ’m going to telephone 
around and inquire.’”? When I went 
into the house with the lively pretty 
thing clinging to my shoulder, our 
one-year-old Rollo at once grew ex- 
cited and ran around meowing in a 
tone that said plainly that he wasn’t 
going to have any kitten living in his 
house. 

Quickly I handed the kitten to my 
friend, picked up our cat, entered 
the small room containing the tele- 
phone and shut the door. Trying to 
think what neighbor might have 
acquired a kitten since last I saw her 
—and quite possibly be looking for 
it this very moment —I hit upon 
Mrs. Irving. In a moment I had her 
on the wire. ‘“‘Have you lost a kitten 
about three months old? Or has any- 
one near you lost one?’? Her answer 
was ‘“‘No’”’ to both questions, but she 
did sound interested and promised to 
make some inquiries. 

I thought of a newcomer who was 
said to have two kittens. When I 
questioned her I found that both of 
them were playing in her backyard. 

Then I thought of Nancy, the 
fourteen-year-old girl next door, who 
often earned money after school by 
baby-sitting. She was acquainted 
with several families who had chil- 
dren, and therefore she would know 
whether or not they had pets. In fact, 
she herself had a collie and a lovely 
black and white cat named Stubby 
Tail. 


So again I used the telephone. 
‘**Nancy, do you know of anyone who 
has lost a pretty white kitten?” 

“Well, no.’ Nancy replied thought- 
fully, ‘‘But wait a minute, it might be 
Carl Morton’s. He has two kittens, 
and one or the other is always run- 
ning away. [’ll find out and call you 
right back.” 

Meanwhile my cat was lying on his 
side, trying to see under the door, 
and every now and then poking his 
paw as far as it would go under the 
crack. I opened the door, knowing 
that the kitten was safe in my friend’s 
care. [here he was cuddling in her 
hands and appearing very happy. 
‘“‘He ran all over the room at first,”’ 
she said, ‘‘along the back of the sofa, 
smelling of the chairs, running under 
the table and finally climbing into 
my lap. Evidently he’s planning to 
stay.” 

At this point our cat protested 
feebly with a little growl, and then 
the telephone rang, It was Nancy re- 
porting. ‘‘Carl Morton has been look- 
ing for one of his kittens that ran off 
early this afternoon. His mother says 
he can go down right away to your 
house to see for himself the kitten 
you ve found.” 

‘We'll be looking for him,’’ I re- 
plied. Now Carl was four years old. 
We had seen him and had been told 
he was the older of two small boys 
belonging to a young couple who had 
recently moved into our rapidly- 
changing farming community. 

As it was beginning to get dark, 
I watched out the window for the 
little boy to come down the winding 
road. He soon appeared and made 
his way to the back door just as I 
opened it to receive him. Carl was 
very small, had dark eyes and was 
rather shy. Coming into the lighted 
sitting room and seeing my friend 
holding in her lap the purring white 
kitten, the child took courage and 
protested loudly, ‘‘A/y kitty! He’s my 
kitty!” 

It was quite plain that Carl feared 

(Continued on page 14) 
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NOTES AND ADVICE FROM THE CLINIC 
Care of the Older Pet 


BY THE VETERINARY STAFF 


S THE KNOWLEDGE Of veterinary medicine accumulates, 
A the study of geriatrics (defined as that branch of 
medical science concerned with old age and its diseases) 
becomes more important. Thus, as in humans, the life 
span of pet animals has been increased. This increase in 
longevity has been brought about by effective and wide- 
spread use of vaccines to prevent diseases, more accurate 
diagnostic methods and by the discovery and utilization 
of modern specific therapeutic agents. 

In order to help your pet enjoy middle and old age, 
a thorough physical examination at least once a year is 
necessary. Cooperative teamwork between you and your 
veterinarian is essential to effect a satisfactory examina- 
tion. Your pet cannot describe its ailments. The veteri- 
narian must deduce the conditions present by examina- 
tion and your description of how the animal behaves at 
home. It is well to be prepared to answer questions as to 
appetite, water consumption, weight loss or gain, bowel 
movements, urination and changes in disposition or hab- 
its. Your observations of your pet will aid in the estab- 
lishment of an accurate diagnosis. 

A brief summary of some of the common ailments of 
older animals follows to help you recognize, understand 
and cope with the problems of old age in your pet. 

Accumulation of tartar deposits around the base of 
the teeth is a common condition. If it is discovered early, 
it can usually be corrected by a simple scaling of the 
teeth. In neglected cases the gums and teeth become 
infected, and there is usually a foul odor emanating from 
the mouth. These cases require the use of a general anaes- 
thetic so that the infected teeth may be removed and the 
remaining ones cleaned. 

A high percentage of older dogs, particularly males, 
suffer from loss of kidney function. To compensate for 
this decrease in kidney efficiency, the animal drinks an 
excessive amount of water to aid in the elimination of 
body wastes. When the kidneys can no longer function, 
there is loss of appetite and vomiting. Immediate vet- 
erinary attention can save many dogs that would other- 
wise die of uremic poisoning. When kidney function is 


impaired, the pet should have free access to water, be 
placed on a high quality low protein diet and be pro- 
tected from stress such as overexertion and the like. 
Another problem of older male dogs is enlargement of 
the prostate gland. This often results in constipation or 
painful bowel movements. Hormonal treatment is often 
successful but in many cases surgery is necessary to 
effect a recovery. 

Unspayed female pets may develop pyometra (pus in 
the uterus). Toxins are absorbed from the uterus into 
the blood stream with the resultant symptoms of nausea, 
vomiting and depression. If the condition is discovered 
before the animal becomes weakened from the toxins, 
spaying can save the life of many animals that would 
otherwise die. ‘Tumors of the breast are also seen in 
unspayed female dogs. ‘These tumors can be removed, 
and often it is advisable to spay the dog in order to 
prevent a recurrence of the condition. 

The heart of many older animals oftea shows the 
effects of years of use. The most common disease is one 
in which the valves of the heart no longer function effi- 
ciently. The inadequate circulation gives rise to symp- 
toms of a dry hacking cough, dropsy and attacks of 
difficult breathing. In acute attacks the animal may 
need oxygen in order to survive. Therapy is directed at 
increasing the efficiency of the heart and decreasing the 
work load. Relieving the heart of extra duty is accom- 
plished by keeping the animal at a normal weight, feeding 
a low salt diet and restricting exercise. 

Animals are also affected by arthritis, many types of 
tumors and disorders of metabolism. Some of these dis- 
eases can be cured and others can just be relieved. Early 
diagnosis and treatment are essential for best results. 
You are your pet’s best friend, and it is with your help 
that your pet may grow old gracefully. This is accom- 
plished by the feeding of a proper diet to assure that the 
pet remains at a normal weight, provisions made for 
adequate moderate exercise and prompt veterinary 
attention of ailments that your pet may develop. Good 
care may mean added years of companionship. 


NEWSPAPERS AND BLANKETS NEEDED 


Our clinic and shelter are in need of newspapers and blankets. They may be left 
at league headquarters or, if in range of our ambulance service, will be called for. 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


Dr. Jacques Jenny (left) and Dr. James Robbin examine an X-ray 
of an animal treated in the League's clinic. 


et Wh Forget... 


THE MYSTERY OF SUFFERING IN ANIMALS AND THEIR) MORTALITY 


Editor's Note |A year ago in the December 
issue of this magazine the editor stated 
that from time to time articles witb the 
title “Lest We Forget’? would be pub- 
lished and that these would be taken from 
the writings of OuR FouRFOOTED FRIENDS 
of fifty years ago. ‘““The Mystery of Suf- 
fering in Animals and Their Immortal- 
ity’ is one in this series and originally 
appeared in the October, 1907 issue. It 
was not written by the League’s founder, 
Mrs. Huntington Smith, but rather is an 
extract from “Horses and Stables’? by 
Lieut.-General Sir F. Fitz Wygram. The 
editor believes you will find this article 
challenging as well as interesting. ] 


for December, 1957 


HE QUESTION of animal pain and 
Pare is, perhaps, more in- 
teresting than any other subject con- 
nected with the lower creation. That 
the higher class of animals suffer 
from pain as acutely as man is, I 
think, quite susceptible of proof. 
That their diseases are much the 
same, assume the same types and 
require the same treatment as those 
of man, is known to every veterinar- 
ian. For instance, the phenomena of 
inflammation are exactly the same 


League Host to 
Veterinary Group 


On the evening of October 30th 
the League served as host to a regular 
meeting of the Greater Boston chap- 
ter of the Massachusetts Veterinary 
Association. Prior to the meeting, 
which was held in the League audi- 
torlum, members of the League’s 
veterinary staff conducted their col- 
leagues on tours of our new building. 
Presiding at the meeting was Dr. 
Cornelius Thibeault who introduced 
League President, Carlton E. But- 
trick, who extended a welcome and 
ereetings to the veterinarians. 

The principal speaker of the eve- 
ning was Dr. Jacques Jenny, Associate 
Professor of Surgery at the University 
of Pennsylvania. Dr. Jenny’s subject 
was ‘‘Dislocation of the Hip Joint and 


its Repair.’> Giving emphasis to Dr. 


Jenny’s remarks were colored motion 


pictures and slides which demon- 
strated proper techniques. 

The League felt privileged to be 
host to this fine group and hopes that 
sometime in the near future they will 


meet with us again. 


as in man. We believe the pain to be 
the same. We can hardly doubt but 
that the desire of the animal to get 
well is the same as in man. But here 
we meet in our investigation with a 
difficult obstacle, which I do not 
attempt to solve. I merely mean to 
state it and the facts connected with 
it. Animals suffer from pain, from 
disease, from accidents; such is the 
law of Providence, the law of crea- 
tion, so far as we can see. Man also 


(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from page 13) 
suffers from pain, disease, and acci- 
dents. In man we are taught to be- 
lieve these trials are sent by an all- 
wise Creator for purposes ultimately 
beneficial to man—an immortal, 
imperishable creature — though we 
may not be able to see the immediate 
good results. We look forward to a 
future world as giving compensation, 
and in a Christian sense utilizing the 
pains and trials of this passing life in a 
future state. But this solution of these 
uses of pain and suffering in man will 
not solve the question of animal pain 
and suffering unless — here I pause 
for a moment. It would seem to be 
inconsistent with the ways of an all- 
wise and merciful Creator to bring 
into existence these countless millions 
of the animal creation — all suffering 
pain and disease, very many suffering 
great evils from man— unless in 
some way or other there is a future 
before those animals. 

Man has, we believe, a divine soul, 
an emanation of the Deity. May not 
animals have, in some way of which 
we have no idea (for it has not been 
revealed to us), what I may term an 
animal soul — some future existence, 
some compensation for pain and 
suffering here on earth, some reward 
in some future state? It is impossible 
to limit the ways of the Almighty; 
His ways are past finding out. It 
seems to me that we, as Christians, 
would be guilty of wrong ideas to- 
wards the Creator unless we believe 
— not that God has created myriads 
of creatures for constant pain and 
suffering, but rather that, in some 
way past our finding out, animals 
must have, some future existence. 

For myself, I cannot but believe 


that there is in every one of the lower 
creation soul, of what nature I know 
not, but soul, appropriate to and 
suited to the instinct of each creature 
brought into the world by the will of 
the great Creator. 

Is it possible to believe the Sav- 
iour’s words, that not a sparrow shall 
fall to the ground without His heav- 
enly Father’s knowledge — 1s it pos- 
sible to believe those words unless we 
also believe that God Almighty exer- 
cises far greater care and takes far 
greater interest in animals, than man 
in his selfish pride is perhaps willing 
to admit? 

Animal suffering and a future in 
prospect for animals must always, I 
think, be present to those who make 
veterinary science their life’s study. It 
is impossible for a man of average 
sensibility to observe closely and to 
note the painful expression and the 
intelligence of those creatures, whose 
structure and organization he has to 
investigate before he can minister to 
their ailments — it is impossible for 
him to witness their sufferings, to 
witness the brutal treatment which 
they too often meet with from igno- 
rant and cruel men; it is impossible 
for him to see these things without 
sorrow, without endeavoring to alle- 
viate their agony, and endeavoring 
to ameliorate their hard fate. It is 
said to be, and justly said to be, the 
type of the highest Christian virtue 
to do good to those who cannot repay 
you, who cannot or who will not 
even thank you. If this be so — and it 
is so — then there can be no higher 
virtue than the alleviation of animal 
pain and suffering. 

And whether animals have a future 
or not, it is certain that they feel pain 


and suffering as keenly as we do our- 
selves; it is certain that they under- 
stand kindness or cruelty; above all it 
is certain, because it is consistent 
with the Christian religion, to be- 
lieve that cruelty by man to the 
lower animals will bring its own 
punishment in that future world to 
which man, whether for his virtues 
or for his vices, whether for his weal 
or woe, is heir immortal, 


A Kitten’s Adventure 
(Continued from page 77) 


we were going to keep his kitten. 
‘*Oh, is it? How fine! We’re so glad,” 
I said, trying to reassure him, and 
hastened to add, ‘“‘Do you think you 
can take him home without his jump- 
ing out of your arms? He’s very 
lively.”’ 

‘I can,”’ he said. 

“Well, it’s just about dark now. 
Would you like to have me go along 
with you?” I asked hopefully. 

**No,”’ said the four-year-old, ‘‘?’m 
not afraid.”’ 

“Then you might put this towel 
around the kitten’s shoulders like a 
shawl. You'll be able to hold him 
better that way, and his claws can’t 
scratch you should he struggle to get 
freous 

Carl was ready to accept this offer 
and, as I snapped on the electric 
lantern at the foot of the walk, he 
made his way up the road to his home 
about a quarter of a mile distant. 

(Does it spoil the story to say that 
some fifteen minutes later I called 
up Carl’s mother to make sure he 
and his kitten had arrived home 
safely?) 


SEASON’S GREETINGS... 


From the Officers, Directors and Staff 
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Dog and Cat 
ENGAGEMENT 
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THE LEAGUE has a supply of very attractive pictorial engagement calen- 
dars for sale at $1.50 each. They make an ideal Christmas gift and are 
attractively boxed for mailing. The dog calendar (see below) has 55 full- 
page, new and appealing photographs representing the six dog types. The 


same sensitive perception and warmth of feeling that have made Walter 


MTT 


Chandoha’s photographs of cats so memorable serve to put his photo- 
graphs of dogs in a class by themselves. The cat calendar (see above) 


also carries 55 full-page cat photographs by Mr. Chandoha. Each calendar 
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is so arranged that at the end of the year the engagement pages may be 


removed, leaving a book of beautiful photos as a permanent collection. 


Send Orders to 


Animal Rescue League 


of Boston 


P.O. Box 265 
Boston 17, Massachusetts 
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Make checks payable to the League 
and please indicate whether you 
wish a dog or cat calendar 
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Kemember the 


Christmas Appeal 
for ANIMALS 


YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED to assist 


the Animal Rescue League of Boston in its 


work of animal protection. The Spirit of Christ- 
HELP A mas exists in the hearts of all kind people, and 


your contribution will help us to ease and 

WORTHY prevent the suffering of many animals. What 

@ AUSE better time to remember your animal friends 
TO than at this season. 


ASSIST 
IF YOU HAVE NOT 


WORTHY ALREADY SENT YOUR DONATION ... 
ANIMALS DO SO NOW! 


Wake Checks Payable to he 


ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON 


P. 0. Box 265, Boston 17, Massachusetts 
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